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Higher Degree by Research Industry Project Plan 
Griffith University encourages the development of collaborative research projects with external organisations. Higher 
Degree by Research applicants who develop a research project that involves an external partner have the opportunity to 
conduct practice-based research gaining important transferrable skills and real-world experience.    

This research project plan should be completed by the HDR applicant/candidate in consultation with their Griffith supervisor and 
External Organisation. This document is separate to the research proposal also required as part of the HDR application. 

The applicant must attach the plan to the online HDR application for admission for assessment. HDR candidates already enrolled in 
their program must attach the plan to their candidature milestone or email directly to PhDpartnerships@griffith.edu.au 

External Organisations, also known as industry partners, are research end-user entities (Australian or international) such as private 
enterprises, start-ups, businesses, not-for-profit organisations, charities, government entities (local. state and federal) and 
community groups. 

1. Applicant Details Name: 

Email: Phone: 

2. Applicant Partnership Type ☐ Selected as the preferred applicant for a Griffith University advertised Industry PhD
scholarship (proceed to Q 6)

☐ Applicant led collaborative research project proposal (proceed to Q 3):
☐ with external organisation funded scholarship
☐ without external organisation funded scholarship

☐ Applicant employed with external partner (proceed to Q 3)

3. Applicant Led Partnerships a. Please provide details on the relationship with the External Organisation:

How long have you known the organisation?: 

Does the Organisation have research experience, and have they conducted research with yourself, 
your proposed supervisor or Griffith University previously?  

How committed is the External Organisation to the project’s success and developing the 
relationship: 
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b. Please provide employment details (if applicable) 
 
Tick the boxes that apply:  
 
 ☐  I am currently employed by the External Organisation  ☐  Full time or ☐ Part time 
  ☐ My employment is directly related to my research, and I will fully or partially undertake 
my research project during employment hours  
☐ I will undertake my research project outside of my employment hours 
 
Note: Full-time enrolment for research students requires a commitment of the equivalent of a 
standard five-day work week (i.e., 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday, 48 weeks a year), with the actual 
pattern of study to be negotiated with your supervisory team. If your employment is directly related 
to your research and you will progress your project as part of your employment, this will count 
towards your study commitment. 
 
Provide details on the plan to undertake your research program with your employer:  
 

4. External Organisation Details  
 (i.e. businesses, governments, non-
government, community, community 
organisations). 

 
Name: 
 
 
 

ABN: 

Address:  
 
 
 

 

Website:  

 

5. External Organisation Key Contact  
Name:    Role: 
 

 
Email:    Phone: 

 
6. External Organisation Supervisor 
(if different from the Key Contact above. 
The external supervisor will be appointed to 
your supervisory team to provide specialist 
industry expertise) 

 
Name:   Role: 

 
Email:   Phone: 

 
7. Proposed Griffith Supervisor Details 

 
Name: 

 
 

Title:  

Email:  Phone:  
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8. Study Location & Duration 
 
Please provide details on time you intend to 
spend with the External Organisation for the 
duration of your studies:  

• Will these days be conducted onsite 
at the organisations location or 
remotely?  

How many days will you be conducting research with the External Organisation? days with 
the external organisation undertaking the activity (either in person or remotely)? (i.e. one day 
per week for duration of your studies. NB: Days do not need to be consecutive and can be 
made up of blocks of hours over the project period. The national employment standard 
working day is 7.6 hours per day.  

 
 
 
 
      Will these days be conducted onsite at the organisations location or remotely? 
 
 
 
 

 
 9. Project Title 

 

 
Project Background 
Provide a brief description of the 
research project. 
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Activity to be conducted 
Provide a brief description of the 
research activities that will be 
undertaken with the Organisation 
(either in person or remotely), 
including the following:  
•Scope of the collaboration  
•Type of activities  
•Objectives that the organisation 
hopes to achieve and key 
deliverables (if applicable) 
 

 

 
Note of Special Conditions 
e.g. police check requirements, vaccination, 
blue card etc. 

 

 
 
 

By uploading this document to your application or candidature milestone, you are confirming that the information provided 
is true and correct and has been produced in collaboration with your Proposed Supervisor and External Organisation.  
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